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Dates for your diary 
Day / Date  Event  Time  

Saturday 13th August  Foston Church  6.00pm 

Saturday 20th August  All Saints Church, Wigston  TBC  

Friday 26th August Coalville 1.00-3.00pm 

Saturday 3rd September  Summer Spectacular  7.30pm 

Saturday 10th September  Leicester Forest East Carnival  12.30ñ3.30pm 

Saturday 10th September United Reform Church, Wigston 7.00pm 

Saturday 17th September Montrose School 10.00am 

Sunday 9th October Groby Contest TBC 

Sunday 13th November  Remembrance Parade  10.00am 

Saturday 19th November Devonshire Court 11.00am 

Sunday 20th November  Leamington Contest  1.00pm 

Sunday 27thNovember  Leicester Contest  9.00am 

Saturday 3rd December Little Hill School Fete  12.00 noon 

Entries in light blue italic  are Enterprise Band engagements.  

Details are correct at time of going to press.  

For up to date details please visit our band websites:  
www.wigstonbrassband.com  

www.wigstonbrassband.com/enterprise  

The Last Word... 
A regular contributor to band room 

discussion and hilarity is ólittleô Gary 

Perrin (our voice from the back row!). 

He has recently moved onto sop which 

has in some cases made him louder, 

but also quieter at the same time. Take 

this as an example: 

 

We were rehearsing a piece for an  

upcoming concert and it was clear that 

the soprano was struggling with some 

of his trickier bars. Noticing the  

confusion and always wanting to help, 

our conductor, óbigô Garry Sleath 

asked what the problem was and if he 

knew how the particular bar went. 

óLittleô Gary had the perfect answer to 

this. The bar would have to go 

ñquietly! Because, I canôt play it!ò 
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Summer in the Sun?! 
During the summer months, the band is always 

extremely busy, travelling from place to place, 

performing both open air and indoor concerts for 

fairs, weddings and carnivals. 2011 is certainly no 

exception and therefore I decided, rather than review 

each individual concert separately (which would 

certainly take longer than each concert put together!) 

that I would give you a snap shot of our busy 

summer. How we ever get away in the summer, I 

have no idea! 

This year, our summer concert line up started with a 

trip to Arnesby for their May Day Fayre, on a less 

than sunny day. Unfortunately the rain was pouring, 

but that didn't dampen the spirit of the villagers as we 

packed ourselves into the church for an afternoon of 

music. The band played well, giving the audience 

some treats with the euphonium duet óPearl Fishersô, 

played with great feeling by Dave and Matthew. 

Also, the audience enjoyed the lively rendition of 

óSomething Stupidô played on cornet by the Alison 

and Mick. Certainly, the band 

livened up what would have 

been a rather dull and dreary 

May the 1st 2011. 

This damp start continued 

through June, with Melton 

Park being cancelled due to a water logged band 

stand and a slightly soggy Dingley Hall. At Dingley, 

we played for their tea and cakes afternoon, and even 

though the clouds did threaten to put an end to the 

occasion, they actually 

held off and a good 

afternoon was had by 

all (especially when we 

were let loose with the 

massive slices of 

chocolate cake!). 

Fantastic solos were 

played by Dave 

Harrold and our principal cornet guest, Lee Rogers. 

Our next concert was slightly drier than any of the 

others from the start of the summer, probably because 

it happened to be inside. Our concert at St Peterôs in 

Braunstone was extra special due to a world premiere 

performance of óAlabama Freight Train Bluesô 

written by their very own Rev. Chris Burch. Chris 

had travelled to Birmingham, Alabama last year and 

was intrigued by the train whistles as they chug 

through the town. This piece was his very own take 

on it and when it was all put together, with the 

percussion becoming the distinct sound of the wheels 

on the tracks and the horn section playing the loud 

whistle chords, you certainly got the feel of a train 

travelling nearby. 

So, our summer concerts were rather wet, but it was 

also nice getting out into the countryside and playing 

for so many appreciative people. Check out our 

óDates for the Diaryô page  for our upcoming contests 

and concerts to see which ones you will be able to 

attend in the autumn season of playing. 

What are the Enterprise Band up to? Find out on pages 4 and 5 . 

Who is the funniest member of the Wigston Band Organisation? Find out on page 7 

http://www.wigstonpeople.co.uk/home


The Band Dinner 
After all of the hard work, blood, sweat and tears 

we put in for the area contest in March, the Annual 

Band Dinner, was a welcome evening to chill out 

and reminisce about the past year of banding. 

 The evening 

started with many 

laughs as Dave and 

Phil Spray gave the 

rest of us a crash 

course in their other 

hobbyðbowls. Even 

though it was just a bit 

of fun, some of the 

younger members of 

the band took it far 

more seriously! Of 

course, it is always the 

taking part that 

counts! 

 The evening 

continued with a 

lovely meal before we 

got onto the main bitðthe presentations. With 

prizes going for óMost improved playerô and óBands 

person of the Yearô as well as there being a number 

of other awards too, everyone sat nervously and 

with anticipation as Garry Sleath and Noel Sheehan 

made their opening speeches. As always, they 

commended the band organisation as a whole for its 

hardworking and friendly atmosphere. No matter 

what adversities we face, we always manage to put 

on good shows both at concerts and contests (even 

though the adjudicators donôt always think so!). 

 This year, Garry surprised everyone by not 

awarding the ôMost Improved Playerô to one person, 

but to two people. Both Richard and Jodie, should 

feel highly proud of themselves for what they have 

achieved this year. Garry praised both members for 

their commitment to the band and their willingness 

to be adaptable and move from Bb onto Eb 

instruments (Richard had moved from euphonium 

onto bass and Jodie from cornet onto horn) within 

the last year. We hope that both players continue to 

use their skills at Wigston. Well done, Richard and 

Jodie. 

 However, the biggest surprise of the evening 

was still yet to come. There is one member of the 

band who is always there, no matter what, giving 

100% and going above and beyond the call of duty. 

There could only be one óBands person of the Yearô 

and this 

year it 

was voted 

to be 

Garry 

Sleath, for 

all of his 

hard work 

at the 

helm. 

Garry was 

rather shocked but also flattered to be given this 

award as he never really considered before that it 

could be given to a non-playing member of the 

band! It was certainly well deserved and we all 

know that Garry will continue all of his hard work 

into the future (not least telling off the band when 

we donôt play things right!). Thank you Garry for 

all of your hard work! 

 So, there we have it. An evening of surprise 

and enjoyment was had by all. 

Celibacy can be a choice in 
life, or a condition imposed by circumstances.  
While attending a Marriage Weekend, Ken and 

his wife Janet, listened to the instructor declare, 
­It¬s essential that husbands and wives know the 
things that are important to each other.® 

Jokes from our Treasurer! 

A senior citizen drove his brand new BMW Z4 convertible out of the car  salesroom. 

Taking off down the motorway, he floored it to 100mph, enjoying the wind blowing through what 

little hair he had left. 
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pulled over to the side of the road and waited for the police car to catch up with him. 
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Why children have textbooks!   Maths.  

 

The total is when you add up all the numbers and a remainder is an animal that pulls Santa on his sleigh. 

 

I would like to be an accountant but you have to know a lot about moths.  

 

If it less than 90 degrees it is a cute angel.
 

 

 

Notes from the Editors 
For weeks and weeks now, Dave Spray (the guy who looks after all the money) has been 

handing me jokes and saying óput this into Bum Notes. It is really funny! PLEASE!ô So, here 
we have it. I am sure it will become a longstanding feature and will certainly be a bit of light 

relief, I am pleased to introduce óJokes from our Treasurerô, a new feature to the ever     
growing Bum Notes. Enjoy. 



Our ósecond man 
downô looks rather 
confused! Any ideas? 

The Annual Summer Spectacular 
It is almost that time of year againðthe days are hot 

and sunny and picnics are certainly on the cards. 

Nice long picnics with tasty food, good wine and 

fine music to entertain you. Well, that is the 

premise of óThe Wigston Bandôs Summer 

Spectacularô anyway! 

 For all of those who came last year, 

you will recall an evening of merriment, 

with music for all tastes, solos and an award 

for a long standing member of the band. 

After 25 years of hard work and good times, Ian 

Hayto, decided to leave the band for new 

challenges. Ian worked tirelessly both on stage and 

behind the scenes, also having a massive hand in 

Bum Notes towards the end of his career with us. 

He was praised for all of his hard work. 

 

Also, at last yearôs Spectacular, the band gave the 

audience some musical treats with solos by Alison 

Harding, playing óGeorgiaô, Dave Harrold playing 

óBenedictusô and Kevin Malkin playing 

óMorriconeôs Melodyô as well as the whole band 

playing the rousing óHighland Cathedralô and 

óCarmen Fantasyô. These three have been working 

hard again this year and you are sure to enjoy their 

new soloist offerings alongside other duets and 

fabulous whole band pieces.  

 

If you would like to experience the excitement of 

the óSummer Spectacularô for yourself, then it will 

be held at Broughton Astley Village Hall at 7.30 on 

the 3rd of September. It is sure to be an enjoyable 

evening and we would love to see as many of you 

there as possible, with a picnic to enjoy alongside 

our musical treats.  
 

A little bit of movement. 
Since the last edition, we have only had a little bit 

of movement in the senior band, as we begin to 

settle down again ready for our busy schedule of 

summer engagements. 

 Firstly, we would like to welcome back (after 

retiring from banding for a number of years!), Mick 

Veasey who joins us in the cornet section. Mick has 

been a stalwart within the band for a number of 

years in a playing role and consequently as 

Chairman of the committee, but after a bit of arm 

twisting has agreed to join the playing ranks again. I 

think he is certainly enjoying playing again and 

winding up his front row buddy with tall stories!  

 Continuing on this front row theme, Abi 

Harding has worked her way up the ranks and now 

finds herself on fourth man down, from second 

cornet. It is certainly quite differentðgetting to play 

the tune as opposed to um chucksðbut the 

challenge will do her good! 

 Also, Gary Perrin (the constant voice from 

behind!) has been making a massive impression on 

his soprano debut. At first we were all worried 

about whether he could hack it, but he has proved us 

all wrong with his fearless attitude! He will 

definitely make a fine sop player if he keeps it up. 

 With both Abi and Gary vacating 2nd Cornet, 

Emma Butler has also stepped up to her challenge 

and has slid along the line from 3rd cornet. 

  So, there we have it. Players in the senior 

band are enjoying new challenges and have 

welcomed back a familiar face. We hope that you 

will come to hear us with our new line up at one of 

our upcoming concerts! 

In memory of Barry Arthur Woods, 2 nd May 1940 �± 5th April 2011 

 

Wigston Band is sad at the passing of Barry Woods, friend of the band, in April this year.  Many will re-

member the closure of the pub on Canal Street some years ago which lost the band our rehearsal room.  For 

a while the future of the band looked bleak as we were left without a home.  However Barry Woods (butcher 

and treasurer of the South Wigston Congregational Church) saved our bacon when he offered us rooms at 

the Congregational Church for rehearsal and storage. We remember Barry therefore with fondness and grati-

tude as the few months that we intended to stay has stretched into years. 

Karen Edwards�³ Bandmaster 
The experiences and thoughts of our players are a 

big part of what makes the band into a community. 

The player we feature in this bum notes is 

bandmaster Karen Edwards.  

 

Long-standing key member of the band Karen 

highlights two favourite pieces of band music.  The 

first one, a favourite piece for contests is ñMusic for 

a Festivalò by Phillip Sparke but the second one is a 

very personal choice. It is the hymn tune ñOne more 

step along the road I takeò which was arranged by 

our very own Gary Sleath for hers and Paulôs 

wedding. 

 

We have all had moments in 

banding which are unforgettable 

for all the wrong reasons.  

Karen describes a painful 

experience at the area contest at Burton on Trent. 

After walking on to play, each cornet player 

carrying three mutes (itôs not easy, they are 

awkward) she found to her horror that a straight 

mute was stuck on her third valve finger! As she 

desperately pulled at the mute, her finger got fatter 

and fatter and disaster loomed. Suddenly the mute 

came off, Phew! Karen was able to play but she still 

had to negotiate a brass tube which remained on her 

throbbing finger for the entire performance. 


